Summer Tips To Nurture
Nature In Your Own Backyard
- Is something bugging you? More importantly, with
summer approaching, is something bugging your trees? If
you don’t know, it’s time to find out - take a look around
your yard because insects and disease can seriously harm
trees and plants.
“Having trees at home can bring a touch of nature
to any yard, but homeowners need to know that
sometimes nature has to be protected from itself,” said
Jim Skiera, Executive Director of the International Society
of Arboriculture (ISA). “A hostile environment and the
presence of insects and disease can seriously harm trees
and plants.”
Trees and other landscape plants need light, water,
and nutrients, but too much or too little of any of these
resources can cause plant stress. Severe stress can
weaken a tree’s resistance to diseases and insects.
Preventing Insects and Disease
“Prevention is about being observant,” said John Lloyd,
assistant professor of arboriculture at the University of
Idaho.
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Trees in overly dry areas should be watered. Compacted
soil should be nourished with organic mulch to reduce the
soil’s bulk density and to provide slow-release nutrients to
surrounding trees.

What should you look for? Early symptoms of problems
usually appear in the spring. Dying branches in the upper
part of the canopy (called dieback), yellowing, and
flagging can be symptoms of diseases and environmental
stress, while leaf drop or leaf spots are common symptoms
of foliar disease.
What should you do if you notice problems? Lloyd says
the best first course of action is to tend to the obvious.

“Knowledge of the tree’s history can also be an important
tool in fighting disease,” Lloyd said. For example, if a tree
has a history of foliar disease, preventative sprays can be
applied to reduce the chances of disease recurrence.
Homeowners can also benefit from plant healthcare
plans, where professionals do on-site inspections to ensure
tree and plant health.
Diseases
Tree diseases are caused by infectious or living organisms
such as fungi, viruses, and bacteria. Disorders, which
can exhibit disease-like symptoms, are caused by
noninfectious or nonliving agents such as nutrient
deficiencies, temperature extremes, vandalism, or
pollutants.

