Five Simple Ways to

Repair a Yard
After a Harsh Winter
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At the first signs of spring, homeowners tend to be
overwhelmed by the damaged,.dull appearance of
their yards. Fortunately, just a few simple steps will

repair and revive yards for the season. i

1 TUNE-UP OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT AND - _—#%" 7 .
= GARDENING TOOLS. Al T R e e
Proper care of outdoor-
power - equipment will
positively  affect_ the
appearance of the yard,

improve efficiency and _ Thatch sis 2 ' layel of L > ¥
extend the life of the* mixed dead grass that . -.:i";ﬁ
equipment. For example, prevents the grass from* s '
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‘-I_water and nutrient intake. 4

" Fertilization-and. other lawn maintenance efforts will

process of creatlng passageways in soil for greater air,

be ineffective until thatch i is removed. You can remove -
thatch "with a basic rake or by renting a professmnal -
dethatcher. After dethatching, aerate the lawn with™a
pitchfork or by renting a professmnal push or gasollne-

““ powered : aerator. These -are crltlcal flrst steps to';
creating a healthy lawn. « g T

FERTILIZE EARLY WITH STRATEGY." :

s Purchasing.the wrong fertlllzer can.very eas11y,
k111 your,grass, trees, “shrubbery and. other vegetation
.. in your yard. Purchase a soil test kit from a hardware
“store’ or garden.center (usually under 10 dollars)
and measure your soil’s nitrogen, potassium and pH
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levels. Use that information
coupled with your yard’s unique
conditions (grass type, foot
traffic, presence of sunlight and
shade, regional climate and
vulnerability to weed and pest
infestations) to find the right
fertilizer formula for your yard.

A lawn should be fertilized in
the spring and fall. Package
application directions should be
followed closely.

PLAN AHEAD.
m Take time to plan improvements to your yard. Think
about what will work best for your yard in the short and long-
term future.

Homeowners can save money and time by repairing outdoor
power equipment on their own. RepairClinic.com and other
websites offer free advanced online troubleshooting and how-
to repair help empowering people to fix common problems
associated with outdoor power equipment, major home
appliances and heating and cooling equipment. DIYers enter a
model number to choose from a list of common symptoms for
that particular model, troubleshoot and learn the likely causes,
purchase the correct part and watch expertly produced how-

to repair videos.



